
BENTON FAMILY WALL RAISING CEREMONY  
By: Ron Sherman  

We would like to say a special thank you to Susie Lee and Ron Sherman for their contribution to this Newsletter.  

We are so grateful for your continued level of service to Habitat. Thank you!  

n March 14, 2010, about 100 people, including Habitat Board members and volunteers, community leaders and interested 
public, descended on the construction site of the Benton familyôs home-to-be. It was a gorgeous sunny day at 1213 Crown 
Avenue, Central Point; the infrastructure was in place, and the construction crew, under the supervision of Site Manager Jim 

Whitlock, had the symbolic (and actual) wall ready to lever up into place.  

ReStore Director Jack Boje gave the invocation and blessed the home site. Central Point Mayor Hank Williams spoke of his commu-
nityôs pride in accepting the third of our projects in this neighborhood, and thanked the volunteers and community members for their 
involvement and support. 

Habitat Executive Director Denise James introduced Deana Peterson, representative from our national partner, Loweôs Home Improve-
ment Warehouses, who spoke beautiful words about sponsorship, the dedication of the home, and the excitement Loweôs feels for 
being a part of this project. Their substantial donation has given plentiful working capital, and Deana observed that the Low eôs 
Womenôs Build will sponsor two special days for female builders, May 8 and June 12. These volunteers are welcome other days also, 
since the Wednesday thru Saturday cycle of construction activity will continue until project completion.  

Of special note is the contribution of former property owner Rush Behnke, who provided this Central Point lot to Habitat at c onsider-
able savings. 

Speaking for the Benton family was Christina Benton, whose moving, tearful remarks expressed the appreciation and excitement her 
family feels because their new Habitat home will give them the ability to raise their family in a safe home and safe neighbor hood. Joe 
and Christina Benton, with their children Joseph, James, Jozlyn and young Jadeyn, will  provide the requisite 500 hours of sweat eq-
uity as their contribution to the overall building efforts.  

The ceremony culminated with an invitation to everyone to help raise the walls. This took all of 15 minutes and was so great to see, 
all of the hands helping one another. The event was covered by local news media, who interviewed Denise and Christina. Then we 
ate!   Board Member Ernie Chisholm provided BBQ, along with potluck contributions by many volunteers. The day was full of fun , 
laughter, and the excitement for a new beginning. Construction has moved along smoothly since the wall raising. We will be ce lebrat-
ing the dedication of the Benton home in July. See Mark Your Calendar on pg. 5 for further details.  
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Wally Swanson is a long time 

volunteer and great friend to 
Habitat for Humanity Rogue 

Valley. Beginning his service in 
1994, he has volunteered for 

nearly 16 years. Come out to 

the jobsite on a Wednesday or 
a Friday and you will most likely 

run into this wonderful man. He 
is affectionately a part of our 

ñRegular Crewò and continues to give more than 500 
hours of service each year, earning a place on our Master 

Builders Team. 

Wally first came to us after he retired in 1993. He worked 
as a forester for the Bureau of Land Management. In 

retirement he found himself wanting to learn a new 
trade, as well as to give back to the community. Habitat 

for Humanity was highly appealing to him because he 

wanted to learn how to build houses. Sixteen years later, 
Wally has helped in the construction of 32 homes in the 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
Wally Swanson 

Valley. His knowledge, continuous support and fun-loving 

personality make him a favorite volunteer, loyal friend, 
and a true pleasure to be around.  

Wally is happily married. He has four wonderful kids, all 
raising families of their own now. He calls himself 

Grandpa to eight grandkids. His oldest grandson is cur-

rently serving our country in Iraq, while his youngest is 
thirteen and enjoying the years of his childhood. Wally 

says, ñAll the rest [of the grandkids] lie in between.ò He 
spoke with much respect and affection about his children 

and his grandkids. Though his children and grandchildren 
are spread across the globe, I do not doubt that they 

think fondly about the Rogue Valley and their Grandpa. 

Wally, we are so grateful for your service to our organi-

zation. Thank you! Your efforts with Habitat have helped 

32 families (nearly 170 individuals) to move out of pov-

erty housing and into a home of their own! We look for-

ward to working with you for many years to come!  
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ñFor a community to be whole and healthy, it 

must be based on people's love and concern 

for each other.ò -Millard Fuller 

Summer 2010  
Medford, Oregon  



 Finally, it appears that warm weather is here to stay. Iôm tired of the rain, cold 
mornings and uncertainty about what the weather is going to do each day. We have so 
much work to do, and itôs easy to become impatient waiting for the weather to cooperate.   

As eagerly as we look forward to change, sometimes itôs hard to make those changes.  
Our organization has undergone transitions this year, some we welcomed joyfully and 
some we accepted with regret. Our Board President, Ron McKinley, has reached his term 
limits and will be leaving us. Key volunteers are moving away, and we will soon be losing 
our volunteer coordinator as well.  These are the sad changes; we hate to say goodbye 
and donôt look forward to the transition.  It takes the talents and hard work of so many to 
achieve the good things our affiliate has accomplished these past several years, and we deeply appreciate and value 
everyone who has participated. 

Change will bring new faces, new ideas and new energy as we begin new projects and commitments to those in 
need within our community. Our next Board President, Dan Davis, is bringing leadership experience and a history 
with Habitat. He has proven his passion for the organization and will direct us in doing great things.  Just as we em-
brace the freshness of moving from spring into summer, we look forward to making progressive changes within our-
selves and for the community.  

Our guiding vision remains the same and we are finally about to begin the legacy so important to our past presi-
dentôs vision: developing a small subdivision of Habitat homes on the Ross Lane project. Our new families are eager 
and excited and, with much work in planning and fundraising behind us, we are almost ready to begin building.  Our 
need for volunteers and resources has not changed, so please renew your commitment to helping us make a pro-
foundly positive change within our community, as our staff, Board of directors and new leadership all work hard 
together to achieve our housing ministry goals.  

God bless you for your continuing support. ïDenise James 

Executive Directorôs Note 

By: Jack Boje 

Hi everyone! I hope everyone has met Tim by now. He is the newest member of our 
ReStore team and he could not have arrived at a better time. He has proven to be an 
exceptionally hard worker, implementing new strategies at our store, as well as get-
ting to know all of our regular customers. If you have not had the pleasure of meet-
ing him, next time you are in the store be sure to say hi.  

The Habitat ReStore started advertising on television once again with the emphasis 
on donations and it has been almost too effective! We have donations coming out of 

our ears! And thatôs a good thing! We have over one hundred types of outside and indoor florescence light 
fixtures in stock; we have nearly a dozen new bathtubs (most of them need a little TLC); we have new furnaces and finally, we  are begin-
ning to replenish our stockpile of appliances.  All in all, the ReStore is doing well!  

I cannot help but mention the outstanding attention the ñPunkin Chunkin Festivalò has generated. I was invited to speak at two different 
Rotary Clubs as well as Rogue Community College about how they could build their own trebuchets. Keep your calendars marked for this 
yearôs ñPunkin Chunkin Festival,ò November 6, 2010. If you are interested in being a part of this yearôs event, give me a call. This next 
festival is going to be a lot of fun!   

RESTORE UPDATE 

The Vega -Sanchez Family  
Guillermo Sanchez  is a single father of three young boys, 

Caleb , 10, Joshua , 8, and Jonathon , 7. Habitat staff mem-

bers who have met the boys say they are a joy to be around. 

The family has been selected to receive Habitat house #38 in 

Medford. Their home will be sponsored by the Thrivent 

Financial for Lutherans organization and is our third 

Thrivent-sponsored home. It is an honor to once again be 

building with the Lutheran community and we are deeply grateful to have been awarded a 

third Thrivent Grant.  

Guillermo works two jobs to support his family: he is a cook at Vinnyôs Italian Kitchen 

and at Dolly Vardenôs Caf®, both in Medford. He and his family have already proven them-

selves to be hard workers. Guillermo and his brother Jorge Sanchez  have been working 

regularly on our jobsites and in the ReStore, helping wherever they can and accumulating 

sweat equity hours. The familyôs current home is in such an advanced state of disrepair that 

Guillermoôs landlord told him he could not afford the repairs. On his Habitat application, Gui-

llermo wrote that the small house is very old, has no heat source, the bathroom is covered 

with mold, the sink does not work, the walls are falling apart, and the water system leaks 

throughout the house, having ruined the floors and carpets. The windows and doors need to 

be fixed, the appliances donôt work properly, and the fence that borders the yard is rotting 

away. 

All of these things were confirmed on the Selection Committeeôs home visit. Gui-

llermo has worked extremely hard to provide for his family and hopes to give his three sons 

something much better with Habitatôs help! 

The Medina Family  
Antonio and Nensi Medina  will be the recipients of our next Apostles Build spon-

sored home. They are the proud parents of three children: daughter Lucero , 8, and sons 

Hernan , 5, and Antonio Jr ., 1.  Antonio currently works for Grizzly Peak Vineyards in Ash-

land. Nensi is a full-time mother, taking care of the little ones at home.  

Like the rest of our families, the safety and health of their children is extremely im-

portant to the Medinaôs. Their current living situation makes it very hard to sustain either of 

these basic needs. The neighborhood is unsafe and the children cannot play outside without 

fear of the area.  The condition of the house itself is poor. The bathroom floor is rotting out, 

the water and heating work only sporadically and cannot be counted on.  The oven and half of 

the stove burners do not work. Under the kitchen sink the floor is completely rotted. The fam-

ily has taken the initiative by replacing three of the leaking windows, but the rest continue to 

leak and cause water damage throughout the house.  Their home is falling apart as they con-

tinue to put their own money into it, trying in vain to provide a somewhat safe and healthy 

place for their children to grow up.   

Without Habitat, the Medina family would be unable to own a home and they eagerly 

look forward to partnering with our organization to build their own safe, decent Habitat home.  

 Habitat Family News  
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Monday - Saturday 

10am - 5pm 

160 North Fir in  

downtown Medford 

541-779-9095 

Call for inventory  

questions or to  

schedule a pickup.  

Office 

160 N. Fir Street 
Medford, OR 97501 
Phone: 541-779-1983 
Fax: 541-772-2808 
www.roguevalleyhabitat.org  
Mailing Address  
PO BOX 688 
Medford, OR 97501 
 
ReStore  
160 N. Fir St. 
Medford, OR 97501 
Phone:541-773-9095 
jboje@roguevalleyhabitat.org 
Now find us on:  

We Have Two New Families To Introduce  

One of our affiliateôs original founders, Rev. Ross Knotts, died on April 26th at the Rogue Valley Manor in Medford 

at the age of 98. Both Ross and his wife, Marge, were founders, Board members and long-time volunteers, help-

ing our affiliate to get a secure start here in Medford during its formative years. Rev. Knottsôs association with 

Medfordôs First United Methodist Church gave our affiliate its close ties with that church and others in the Valleyôs 

faith community.  

Ross and Marge were active in the affiliate for many years, Marge contributing especially on the Partnership Com-

mittee and as a family partner, and Ross participating in his pastoral capacity. We will always remember Rev. 

Knotts eloquently opening and closing many of our annual dinners, Christmas parties, house dedications and other 

special events with prayer.  

Ross and Marge were married for 67 years and had two children, Joe and Alice, and two grandchildren. We offer our sin-

cere condolences and love to Marge and her family. 

Affiliate Founder Rev. Ross Knotts Passes  

RAMIREZ FAMILY NEEDS OUR PRAYERS  

Little Jared Ramirez , 3 İ years old, is in Doernbecher Childrenôs Hospital in Port-

land, battling cancer (marrow blastoma). Jared is the son of Juan and Elizabeth Ramirez 

and the grandson of Ignacio and Ernestina Ramirez  of Medford. ñOur family has very 

strong faith in the Lord,ò said Jessica Ramirez , one of Jaredôs aunts. ñWe believe in mira-

cles, and we are not going to give up. We know that God is there with Jared, and many peo-

ple are praying for him.  We believe in the power of prayer.ò 

Ron Sherman, Volunteer 
Susie Lee, Volunteer 

Newsletter Staff 
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Introducing Daniel Davis 

Our Habitat for Humanity Affiliate is dynamic in the Rogue Valley and making positive 
differences in the lives of the people we serve. This is made possible by the group effort 

of committed volunteers, our great staff, our Board of Directors, and not the least, our 
generous supporters, who provide us with the resources we need to keep up the good 

work. Ron McKinley, our outgoing Board President, has been a mainstay of our affiliate 
for over six years and has led the Board through difficult times, helping the Board and 

staff continue to move forward successfully.  

Our Executive Director, Denise James, has been the steady and strong hand on the tiller, 
leading us from the point of building zero homes in the first year and half I was on the 

Board, to an average of two to three homes a year over the past several years. We are 
closely approaching our goal of building four homes per year. During this time, we have 

made significant strides in improving our public presence and image. 

I would be remiss not to mention the excellent progress made in our ReStore in the past three years, thanks to the 

efforts of our store Director Jack Boje, Denise, the Board and our volunteers. We have essentially doubled the contribu-
tion of funds from the ReStore to the affiliate during this period.  

Our future ï for the next several years at least ï lies in continuing to build on the foundation that has been laid for us 

in the past. We have been successful, even in hard times, in keeping to our goal and objectives and ñbuilding on faith.ò 
Of course there will be challenges, but I am confident that we have the experience, dedication and track record to deal 

with those. In keeping with our goals, we have purchased enough land for a small development, and that will take our 
building out for the next several years. The property is on the corner of Ross Lane and Sweet Road and has ten ap-

proved lots. We will now build the infrastructure (streets, utilities, etc.) which are all designed and ready to construct. 
We are fortunate that the extensive work being done on Ross Lane will benefit us, since a nice chunk of the work is 

part of the Countyôs normal work scope. We expect to begin the infrastructure work and the first house in July. That 
first house has been sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and will be completed by yearôs end. 

All in all, we face a great future with only evolutionary changes needed as we go forward.  

Here at Rogue Valley Habitat, we, too, believe in the power of prayer and ask that all of you keep brave little Jared in your  

hearts and prayers. Ignacio Ramirez, Jaredôs grandfather, is also going into the hospital (on June 14th) for additional surgery to repair 

a recurring hernia.  Please keep Ignacio in your prayers, as well. The Ramirez family is going through some of the most diffi cult times 

they have ever faced, and all of us at Rogue Valley Habitat for Humanity offer our love and support and prayers to the entire  family. 

Jaredôs father, Juan, gave us one joyful  piece of news that will brighten their future: he and Elizabeth are expecting their 

second child.  A special bank account has been set up at Umpqua Bank for donations to help with Jaredôs medical expenses. If you 

would like to donate to help the family, visit any branch of Umpqua Bank and ask to make your donation to the ñJuan Ramirez Dona-

tion Account for Jared Ramirez.ò  May God bless you all. 

The Loren Hegg Family (House #4):   Claire , 22, is attending SOU full-time and is also working at Chase Bank. Charmi , 
18, will be attending RCC in the fall. She has just finished her GED through a local program.  Loren tells us that everyone is 

doing really well. 

The Sergio & Ann Munoz Family (House #15):   Daniel , 15, will be attending Hedrick Middle School next fall. Younger 

son Mark , 7, just won the third grade ñBattle of the Booksò at Roosevelt School. He is a great reader. Angelina , 17, is study-
ing to become a surgical technician at RCC. Her twin, Chantelle , 17, has great aspirations and has excelled in all areas of art 

pertaining to photography. She wants to study journalism and looks forward to attending SOU after graduation in 2011.   

The Terrie Pacheco Family (House #18):   Terrieôs twin girls, Susan  and Josephine , 19, are home from college for the 

summer. Josephine  was awarded another scholarship and will continue taking classes on-line throughout the summer as a 

result. Michael , 23, is a Marine and is on a nine-month deployment in Afghanistan. His wife, Amanda , is expecting their sec-
ond child at the end of July. Philip , 25, and his wife had their second child, Augustine , in February.   

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE  
The construction of the property of Ross Lane. and Sweet Rd continues to progress.  This site will become home to ten 

new families, estimated completion in 2012.  Installation of the propertyôs infrastructure has taken longer than esti-
mated, but has begun.  Construction of the propertyôs drainage system is underway; the foundation for the first two 

homes will be poured in the coming weeks, placing Wall Raising Ceremony at the end of July.  
 

The efforts of the Apostles Build Committee Volunteers as well as the Lutheran churches as associated with Thrivent 

Financial for Lutherans, will help in advancing the development of this new endeavor for Habitat. In completion this will 
be the first subdivision created by our local affiliate.  The construction of Sweet Lane Subdivision creates a significant 

opportunity for the competitive strength of families living in substandard housing.  The staff has been working with an 
advisory committee of community leaders chaired by Jim Whitlock and John Fields, which has continued to move the 

process of construction along.    

A particularly exciting recent highlight was the donation of two properties by two separate entities The first is a property 

donated by Chase Bank, located on 4th St. in Medford. The second was donated anonymously and is located on Wash-

ington street in Medford.  These two properties will be the future locations of Habitat homes.  We are so grateful for 
these generous donations and look forward to finding families to fill these homes!  

It was once said that the ultimate expression of generosity is 
not in giving what you have, but in giving of who you are. Ann 
Renninger has exemplified this, giving nothing less than her all 
to our organization. Now, after serving nearly four years as a 
key Habitat volunteer on our Partnership Committee, Fundrais-
ing Committee, and Family Selection Committee, Ann is leav-
ing us and we sadly say goodbye to a beloved member of our 
Habitat Family. 

Ann has accepted a new job and will be moving to the Port-
land area.  Ann has been a true Habitat partner and has changed the lives of many of our 
partner families, leading them every step of the way to home ownership. Her three girls, Cat-
lin, Christina and Lizzie, have worked alongside her, making their mark as ñThe Renninger 
Girls.ò From flipping burgers on the 4th of July to stuffing countless numbers of newsletters, this family has shown what it means 
to volunteer, as they always have smiles on their faces, even while doing what some might consider to be less glamorous tasks. 

We will miss seeing Ann and her girls at our many fundraisers and ceremonies, but we will always have a special place for her in 
our hearts. Knowing what joy Ann has brought to so many deserving families, saying goodbye is not as hard because we will all  
continue to smile at the results of what she has accomplished. 

OUR SINCERE THANKS TO ANN RENNINGER  

NEW FACES 
We would like to introduce our new-

est Board Member, Karen Walker. 

Prior to joining our Board of Direc-

tors, Karen brought her financial 

experience to Habitatôs Finance Com-

mittee.  She continues to serve on 

this committee. She has been in 

banking her entire career; retiring 

from Wells Fargo after 25 years.  Re-

entering the work world a few years 

ago, she is currently the Branch Manager of the north 

Medford US Bank.  Karenôs volunteerism started long 

before her involvement with Habitat. She was instru-

mental in forming the Jackson County chapter of MADD 

and continues to stay involved.  Karen has three children 

that she is very proud of, along with three grandchil-

dren. When she is not working, Karen enjoys traveling, 

scuba diving, or a nice ride on a Harley.  Be sure to keep 

an eye out for Karen at upcoming Habitat events!  

We welcome Timothy Lair 
as our new ReStore Sales  

Associate. He moved to 
Oregon about 7 months 
ago from Redding, CA. 
Tim is happily married to 
his wife,  Salena of 4 
years.  They have 2 won-
derful children together 
ages 2 and 3.  Prior to 
him joining us, Tim 

worked at the Goodwill As-Is Store in Med-
ford.  He is also studying for a degree in 
Computer Technology.  ñItôs really awesome 
to know that my work here helps people in 
needò, says Tim. We are so delighted to 
have Timôs great energy and outgoing per-
sonality.  Next time you are in the ReStore, 
wave hello to Tim (if you can catch him 
since heôs always running around). 

Nancy Flowers is the 
newest addition to 
our Habitat Family. 
We were gracious 
enough to get addi-
tional staffing help 
through Experience 
Works , which is a 
wonderful job re-
training program. 

Nancy serves as the 
Office Assistant in our administration 
offices as well as a ReStore Greeter in 
the afternoons. Nancy has lived in the 
Rogue Valley for 15 years, originally 
from Los Angeles, CA.  Nancy previ-
ously worked for Caltech, JPL (NASAôs 
unmanned space flight), as well as the 
LA County Planning Commission.   

Welcome Nancy! 

Nancy Flowers Timothy Lair Karen Walker 

Presidents Address  

WHAT OUR FAMILIES HAVE BEEN DOING  

RAMIREZ FAMILY NEEDS OUR PRAYERS CONT.  
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SINCE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER . . .  
2010 WOMEN BUILD  
Habitat for Humanity's national partner, Lowe's Home Improvement, made it possible to educate and 
inspire many women to help build a house for our first family of the year, Joe and Christina Benton 
and their four children.  Lowe's created six clinics, varying from "The Safety and Use of Basic Power 
Tools" to "How to Install Insulation and Drywall." This spring season saw the highest turnout yet of 
women interested in learning how to build homes.  Lowe's also made this specific day possible by 
presenting us with a foundational grant of $30,000.  

Patsy Smullin, owner of Oregon California Broadcasting Co. and our local KOBI TV Station, came to 
deliver an inspiring opening speech.  She remind us all of what we can do as women, working to-
gether to help families in need.  Thirty brave and cheerful women came on Saturday, May 8th, to add siding, exterior touch -up paint, 
interior masking and drywall preparation to the home site.  The day was beautiful.  Much work was accomplished by this dedica ted 
group of skillful women!  

 Habitat for Humanity celebrated our 23 rd Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner and Silent Auction with a Habitat Hoe-Down. The 
night went effortlessly with great food, great help, great friends and lots of laughter. The Habitat Board of Directors honor ed our 
many volunteers and showed their appreciation this year by preparing, cooking and serving a mouth -watering, tri -tip, potatoes, r olls, 
salad and chili dinner. The volunteers and Habitat staff thank you for your delicious contribution to our 2010 Celebration. W e would 
also like to say our many thanks to long -standing volunteer Christine Bettencourt for her irreplaceable help in preparing for th is yearôs 
silent auction.  All of these efforts led to a very successful night.  

The night was full of nostalgic moments, one of which was saying farewell to long -time Board member, outgoing Board President and 
friend, Ron McKinley. After six years of service on our Board, Ron passed on humorous and inspiring words of wisdom, handing off 
the ñSheriffs badgeò (in fitting with our Hoe-Down theme) to incoming President Daniel Davis. Both have so much to offer our org ani-
zation and though we will miss Ron, we look forward to the upcoming year under Danôs new leadership. 

Earning our Volunteer of the Year award for 2010 was Werner Bruckner, esteemed volunteer and loyal friend to our organization . 
After logging over 500 volunteer hours in 2009, Wernerôs recognition was long over do. He has stepped into many leadership roles 
throughout his service with us including guiding teens, adults, and volunteer groups on many Saturdays as well as on the regu lar 

work days. We are thankful for his continued dedication and service to Habitat and the families we serve.  

Also honored for their service in 2009 were Sheri Schmelzer, John Mooster, and Bill and Nancy Hunt for their individual continued 
service to our affiliate. Three community groups were also honored: Umpqua Bank, Custom Maids, and the Mountain Valley Riders, 
for their efforts on Habitatôs behalf during 2009. These dedicated volunteers have been with us for quite some time and never cease 
to amaze us. We are forever grateful for the commitment and support of all of our volunteers.  

Presidents Address 

MORGTAGE BURNING  
In 1988, Sally Marchington couldn't believe she would become Rogue Valley 
Habitat for Humanity's first recipient of a new home. She said, ñHabitat for 
Humanity was an answer to prayer.ò  Her home was completed in March of 
1990, and back then she could hardly imagine the day she would pay off her 
20-year mortgage.  Then, in February 2010, she sent her last mortgage pay-
ment check to the affiliate and her home officially became her very own, 
paid in full, with only her name on the title.  To her credit, in all of those 20 
years, Sally never missed a payment and was always on time. 

In 1989, the affiliate had no staff, only the guidance and advice from Habitat founder Millard Fuller and the help of the com munity 
volunteers who helped Sally build her house. Her two children, Neil and Laura, were 9 and 6 years old. They probably had no i dea 
they were building a legacy within the local affiliate.  

In 1988, RVHfH purchased property for the first home for $9,300. Volunteers solicited donations from the community to provide  ma-
terials, professional services, lunches, and even office space during the building process. The selling price for Sally's home in 1990 
was $36,000. 

This spring, on April 24th,  with as many of the original volunteers and Board members as we could find, gathered together in  the 
Marchingtonôs driveway along with Sally, Neil, Laura, and many current staff, Board members and volunteers.  We joyfully burned 
Sallyôs mortgage documents to great cheers from everyone!  Several media members were there to document the celebration.  After 
we extinguished the fire, we all settled in to feast on cake and other goodies and renew old friendships.  

Hoe-Down the Habitat Way  

CARDBOARD CITY  
On May 13, 2010, more than 70 kids from across the Valley joined Habitat for Humanity to 
help raise awareness and funds in support of eliminating poverty housing locally. Creatively 
titled Cardboard City, the event featured youth groups from around our area who were 

challenged to build structures out of limited resources, mainly cardboard and duct tape. To 
help them create their ñhomes,ò they earned additional resources (including ñprizesò like 
tarps, additional rolls of tape, paint, tool kits, markers, old fencing, etc.) through chal-
lenges. These challenges, the Trash Stash and the Balloon Scramble, were group relay 
races and a sight to see! 

Each group was given a statistic regarding poverty housing, 
poverty and/or the effect of poverty on the population. They 

were challenged to integrate these statistics into the physical structure.  After three hours, two relay races, 
lunch and a lot of laughter, the structures were finally complete. The completed Cardboard City was di-
verse, interesting, and showed off the creativity of our local youth. The structures ranged from a Medieval 
castle (built by the West Main Church of Christ) exemplifying perspective on what poverty stricken indi-
viduals see as a ñcastle,ò to a school house (New Beginnings Church) exemplifying the struggles most chil-
dren in poverty have to deal with, to a structure affectionately titled ñThe Shack,ò created by one of the 

Heritage Christian Church groups, which took a more literal look at homeless housing. 

First United Methodist Youth Group won first place, raising over $300 for Habitat and winning a trip for ten 
down the Rogue River, complements of Rogue Wilderness Adventure of Merlin, OR. West Main Church of 
Christ won both second and third place, having two separate groups involved. They won movie passes to 
Movies 6, McDonaldôs meal cards and Mellelo Coffee Roaster gift cards.  We also want to acknowledge 
Table Rock Fellowship, Heritage Christian Church, New Beginnings Church and the Rogue  

 Valley Christian Church for their involvement in this event.   

 This event was the start of something exciting and we look forward to next year!  West Main Church of Christ-2nd Place 

First United Methodist Church-Winners 

Volunteer of the Year Werner Bruckner 
Out-going Board President Ron McKinley with 

Executive Director: Denise James 
Board of Directors Serving the masses 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
MARK YOUR 2010 CALENDAR 

Sally Marchington burning her mortgage Sally Marchington-homeowner 

Women Build Volunteers 

JULY 4  
Buy a Burger at the after 
parade festivities in Ash-

landôs, Lithia Park and sup-
port Habitat for Humanity.  If 
you would like to volunteer 
on the day, please contact 
Whitny Davidson by calling
(541)779-1983 or email at 
habitatvc@roguevalleyhabitat.org 

MONTH OF AUGUST 
Win a Play Structure, donated by 
Southern Oregon Play structures 

of Medford, OR.   It will be on 
display the entire month of Au-
gust in the Rogue Valley Mall. 

Tickets will be on sale in the Habi-
tat ReStore. They will also be on 

sale every Saturday from 11am-
4pm in the Rogue Valley Mall. We 

need volunteers to help man the 
booth.  Tickets will be $5 a piece 

or 6 for $25  

JULY 10  
Come celebrate with Habitat 
and the Benton family as we 

dedicate our 37th home in 
the Rogue Valley.  

1213 Crown Ave, Central 
Point, OR 97502.  

Celebration will begin at 
1:00pm.   

 

SEPTEMBER 17 
 Join the Rogue Valley Association 

of Realtors in their Annual Golf 

Tournament. Tickets are $55/
person. Also purchase $50 Raffle 

ticket for the chance to win 8 days 

and 7 night stay in Puerto Vallarta, 
including $1500 cash, $1,000 

toward travel, $275 worth of Spa 
treatments and two rounds of golf.  

Only 200 tickets are sold. All pro-
ceeds will be split between Habitat 

for Humanity and the Dunn House.  

JULY 24  
Dual Wall Raising Ceremony. 

Come support Habitat and our 

two newest families, the Me-
dina family and the Vega-

Sanchez family, as we begin 
the construction of their 

homes.  Event will begin at 
1:00pm at the corner of Ross 
Lane and Sweet Rd. in Med-

ford. Bring a dish to share and 
a lawn chair. 

SEPTEMBER 25 
Enjoy the Southern Oregon 
Speedway and purchase a 

50/50 RAFFLE ticket and 
support our local affiliate. All 
proceeds made on this day 
will go toward supporting 

families in the Rogue Valley. 

AUGUST 14  
Come join the Mountain Valley 
Riders in a Poker Run benefit-

ting Habitat for Humanity.  The 
event will start at 3735 Crater 
Lake Hwy, Medford, and finish 
at Pfaff Park in Central Point.  

Rider $10/hand. Passenger and 
extra hands $5. All motorcycles 
welcome! For information call 

541-664-6473 or 541-778-8295 

JULY 9  
Join Habitat for Humanity and 
the local college level baseball 
team the River Dawgs in the 

3rd Annual Volunteer  
Appreciation baseball night at: 

Harry & David Field.   
Tickets are available at the 

ReStore for free.  
$7 at the gate.  

Game starts at 7:30pm 


